
The District Administrators and School Boards representing the school districts in the CESA 3 region, 
support local school boards having the sole authority to establish the school calendar. We believe that 
repealing existing state statutes restricting the school start date must be accomplished during this legislative 
session.   The rationale supporting local control of school starting dates includes: 
 

● Beginning in August allows students to complete the first semester before the December holiday 
break, rather than taking tests and turning in big projects after a long Christmas break. Teachers 
don't have to spend time reviewing material in January when they should be starting new lessons. 

● An earlier start date gives teachers more instructional time before statewide assessment tests in the 
spring. You as legislators have created a report card that utilizes student performance on these high 
stakes assessments to evaluate school effectiveness, so you should be vested in giving students 
every possible advantage to improve their performance. 

● Representatives from more advantaged school districts supported legislation that would have 
allowed districts who had a certain percentage of the students who take Advanced Placement tests 
to start school when the local board felt it was academically necessary.  The language in this bill 
conveniently left out many rural schools and would have concentrated local control for start dates in 
the more affluent communities.  Our rural students deserve this same academic advantage, and our 
locally elected school board officials should be able to determine when it is necessary to start school 
to have the largest educational impact. 

● School climate is affected due to numerous activities and games that are scheduled before the first 
day of school.  To maximize your school culture and diminish school violence, it is imperative to 
work with the student body to promote academic achievement, a positive school climate, and 
connectivity to their school and faculty. School culture is hard to achieve in the fall when they have 
had 25 practices, three football games, and a scrimmage before school starts, as will happen during 
the 2017-18 school year if the school start date is not changed. The families that have students 
involved in all of these activities are not vacationing, which appears to be the main logic behind the 
later school start date. 

● Students are being transported long distances by parents for practices for fall sports, this expense 
and inconvenience would be reduced if students were enrolled in school for some of this time. 
Some students must act as caregivers to younger siblings, thereby making them unavailable to 
participate in extracurricular activities for almost a month. 

● Starting before September 1 allows schools to end the regular school year in May, leaving June 
available for extended summer school and professional development.  

● Starting before September 1 allows for a fall break in October and a winter break around February, 
in addition to breaks around Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter. Teachers are happier, and kids 
behave better when they have these scheduled breaks throughout the year. 

● Private school starting dates,, of which there are approximately 131,000 students in the state of 
Wisconsin, are not governed by this law. If the primary reasoning to start school after September 1 
is revenue generation through tourism, you must realize that private school tourism tax dollars must 
be equally as important as public school tourism dollars.  

● Rural school districts tend to experience more inclement weather days than urban and suburban 
school districts.  Allowing school districts to set their own start dates would allow them to create a 
calendar that effectively addresses these issues. 
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